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Spring is on the horizon which means the 7th Annual Warren County Franklin B. Walter
Scholarship Awards Program and Banquet is right around the corner! It’s an exciting time
for WCESC as we join with our school districts to honor top academic students. Be sure to
check our website soon and/or our next newsletter for results and details. The 2022
recipients are as follows with one overall champion being named at the March 25th program.
Alyssa Nocero, Carlisle
Allison Geers, GOVS
Elijah Paulman, Lebanon
Nishita Tonangi, Mason
Diyora Olimjonova, WCCC

Fang “Nina” Lin, Franklin
Renee Perpignan, Kings
Madelyn Highfield, Little Miami
Kaylee Pham, Springboro
Savanna Amburgy, Waynesville

◆ NURSING SERVICES DEPARTMENT ◆
Terri Elam, RN, LSN, Supervisor
Jill Buffenbarger, RN, Supervisor
WCESC Nurses work in a variety of settings in many districts and WCESC program buildings
providing school nursing services in clinics, classrooms, and 1:1 student patient care.
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School Clinic Nursing
School clinic nurses are either a Licensed School Nurse (LSN) or are directed or supervised by a LSN to provide care for
students in their building. Some tasks of the clinic nurse include providing first aid, coordinating care of students with chronic
or acute health conditions, administering medications, performing procedures, training staff how to recognize and respond to
common health-related emergencies, providing vision and hearing screenings, educating families, immunization surveillance,
and collecting data for required reports submitted to the Ohio Department of Health.
One on One Care Nursing
WCESC employs nurses who provide 1:1 care to students with complicated chronic health care needs throughout the school
day. These nurses meet the student at their home, get report from the family or the student’s at-home nurse in the morning,
ride the bus to and from school with the student and spend the day with the student while continuously monitoring their
condition and meeting their health care needs while at school. A few nurses meet their students when they arrive at school.
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Students Learning and Having Fun at School with the Support of WCESC Nursing Staff
Students are supported by WCESC Nursing Staff in all WCESC programs and various districts across the region. Here are just a few of
the nurses caught serving their students, families, and staff.

Christy Salek RN
Kings HS 1:1 Nurse

Candy Black RN
Middletown Christian School and Float Nurse

LeeAnne DeVivo LPN
Lebanon HS 1:1 Nurse
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Go Bengals!

Grogu (Baby Yoda)

Maria Heyob RN
Warren County Learning Cener
St. Mary Campus

Christy Salek RN and Aurda Minton RN
Kings HS 1:1 Nurses

Thomas Hawkins RNCOVID 19 Project/Float Nurse
playing Santa between tasks for
students at Western Row Campus
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2022 Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Regional School Nurse Conference
Each spring, the ODH School Nursing program offers a school nurse conference that provides up-to-date professional
development to Ohio’s school nurses on current topics in school nursing practice. Due to the current pandemic, the day-long
conference will be presented in a LIVE virtual format on February 25th, March 4th, and April 8th.
This year’s conference topics include:
• Post-COVID-19 Syndrome in Children
➢ Amy Edwards, MD, FAAP Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases, Associate

Medical Director of Women’s and Children’s Infection Control, Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital in Cleveland

•
•
•

•

Pediatric Cardiac Issues related to post-COVID-19 Syndrome
➢ Simon Lee, MD Pediatric Cardiologist, Nationwide Children’s Hospital
Mental Health Considerations Associated with COVID-19
➢ Brian E. Davis, MA Founder/CEO, Reflect Wellness, LLC
Quality Improvement in School Nursing
➢ Susan DiCocco, BSN, RN, CPM Ryan White Part B Clinical Quality Management, Program Supervisor
➢ Bill Cartwright, MA, LICDC-CS, MAC Quality Improvement Coordinator, Care Services, Ohio Department of
Health
ODH Updates
➢ Ann Connelly, MSN, RN, LSN, NCSN & Joan Keith, MEd, BSN, RN, LSN, NCSN, State School Nurse
Consultants, School Nursing Program, Ohio Department of Health

WCESC Blood Drive
Please consider supporting the Hoxworth Blood Center!
You and your family and friends can DONATE BLOOD on behalf of WCESC by using the unique group
code: Warren County Educational Service Center B572 when you donate at any available mobile drive or
at one of the 7 Hoxworth Neighborhood Donor Locations.
Due to the Hoxworth Blood Center still experiencing a serious staffing shortage, the 2022 Warren County Educational
Service Center blood drive at the WCESC main office has been cancelled, but you can still participate in our blood drive
throughout 2022 by visiting one of the Hoxworth donation centers.
Please visit this website https://hoxworth.org/donors/locations.html to schedule your appointment at a donation center
location near you or a mobile drive event.
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◆ TRANSITION LIVING CLASSROOMS ◆
Amanda Pennix, Supervisor
Interns at TLC (Transition Living Classroom) have just begun their third internships of the school year. They are learning a variety of
vocational skills at their new job sites. Pictured below are interns working at CityGate Church and Bentino’s Pizza.

Interns participate in weekly community activities to gain independence, leisure and social skills. Recent outings included shopping at
Jungle Jim’s International Market, playing games at Web Extreme, and completing an art therapy painting class. Below are photos of
interns at the Waynesville Library where they completed a scavenger hunt, made their own buttons and learned about the wonderful
creative technology in the library’s Creator Studio.

.
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In the apartment setting interns practice daily living skills such as budgeting, banking, cleaning and food preparation. Cooking activities
are some of the most popular activities at TLC. Below are photos of interns making pizza bagels and heart shaped cinnamon rolls!

TLC interns learn to set aside time for fitness, health and wellbeing each week. They engage in movement activities every Friday. They
also exercise at the YMCA and practice yoga in the apartments. Below are some photos of interns enjoying yoga.
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Here’s what some of the TLC interns are saying:

I am working at Ohio
Living for my 3rd rotation.
I do laundry and sweep.

I am working at Dots. I face
and stock items. My
favorite thing about TLC is
talking to my teachers.
~CC

-Misha

My favorite outing so
far this year is YMCA. I
liked the exercise bike.
-Jacob

My favorite thing we cooked
this year is pizza bagels.
-Jonathan

I am working at PDI. At my job I pack
remotes and sort objects -Mateo

I work at Crossview Church. I
mop and do trash. At the
apartments I like to unload the
dishwasher and clean the
counters. At the YMCA I like to
do laps. -Aiden
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◆TRANSITION COORDINATORS ◆
Amanda Pennix, Supervisor
Little Miami High School
Students have a new in-school work opportunity. The students have learned how to clean and tidy the new weight room at the high
school.

8

Waynesville High School and Junior High
Waynesville High School and Junior High School have partnered with Crayons to Classrooms. They are completing number lines and
packaging them to be sold in their stores.
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Kings High School
Kings High School students learned about solids, liquids, and gases. They used the lesson in a life skill setting making smoothies and
taste testing them. The students approved!
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Franklin High School
Franklin High students had the opportunity to listen to Andy Riddiough, Franklin City
Chief of Fire and EMS, present on career and educational opportunities within the Fire
Department. Several Franklin High Students are interested in this career path when they
graduate. Andy was able to share a wealth of information and guidance for considering
this career path.

Franklin students participating in a
work study opportunity. These
experiences provide the students the
opportunity to learn job skills in a
supported environment.
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Mason Junior High
Students at Mason Jr. High participate
in transition activities to support future
employment. Students run a snack
cart to work on customer service skills,
money skills, and organization

The Program Director, Tristan Chaput, for
Tartan TOPS shared excellent information with
the students. All the students were excited
about what they learned.

Lebanon High School
Lebanon High School students were able to
tour the Sinclair Community College Dayton
Campus. The students enjoyed seeing the
facility and hearing about the support
available to them if they choose to continue
their education after high school.

Springboro High School
The students are still working hard on their work study sites. We would like to thank our new work site for giving the students a great
opportunity. Thank you, Liberty Wear Apparel in Springboro, OH. They have welcomed the students with open arms. The students work
on adding upc stickers to the clothing tags.

12

Social Communications
Cartridge Brewing Internship
This quarter our Social
Communications classroom started
their community-based internship with
Cartridge Brewing. By providing these
students with this experience, we are
exposing them to the process of
earning and maintaining a job and
practicing vocational skills. Some work
tasks that the interns will practice
include filling water bottles, rolling
silverware, wiping down menus,
stuffing drink menus, restocking
merchandise and using the dish
machine
USGS Internship – Project Warren County
United States Geographical Survey is an employment training in the real-world STEM
setting located in our own building at Western Row. Scientists partner with young
adults with cognitive and other disabilities to emphasize workforce development
targeting methodical, repetitive, and focused work training to earn work experience,
workforce diversity and advancement of science.

Carlisle High School
Hampton Inn Internship
We have been able to schedule more
students to rotate through our
Hampton Inn internship. A student
preparing to make his transition to
Project Search is exploring some job
skills he may want to build into his
post-secondary work experience.
Other students at Carlisle are applying
to colleges, exploring trade school
options and utilizing summer youth
paid work experiences through Ohio
Means Jobs

13

PAES LAB
Students from Warren County School Districts participate in the PAES (Practical Assessment Employability System). They learn what
careers they are interested in as well as what skills they possess.

Mason student rolling silverware

Little Miami student washing dishes

Little Miami student tackling
an assembly project

Little Miami student making pancakes

Franklin students wired a lightbulb
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Franklin student measuring

Franklin student filing

Franklin student
hammering

Franklin student
using a saw

Franklin student completing
some data entry

Franklin Students
working on wiring a lightbulb

◆ RESOURCE COORDINATORS ◆
Kathie MacNeil, Ph.D.
Director of Cognitive and Behavioral Health Programs
Resource Coordinators, Desiree Batsche and Alex Wenke have partnered with A Brush of Hope to bring art activities to the students at
the Warren County Learning Center and Wellness Center this winter. A Brush of Hope is a non-profit organization located in Lebanon
dedicated to creating a support system, through the venue of art, for girls and boys. They have been serving and empowering children
through art since 2013 and conduct lessons using a technique called expressive art. Lessons are designed to encourage leadership,
self-worth, confidence, and coping mechanisms.
Here are some of the pictures of the students enjoying their opportunity to create art!
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Warren County Wellness Center

Warren County Learning Center

In other news, students and staff at our Western Row and Wellness Center campuses have been visited by an awesome therapy dog
named Zoe from Therapy Pets of Greater Cincinnati! Our students (and staff!) love spending time with this calm and fun-loving pup!

Our parent engagement events at the John K Lazares Alternative School and Warren County Learning Center have continued to be a
success.
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On 2/23/22, JKLAS hosted their 3rd Family Night. Featured speaker was Joe Schroeder, Director of Community Growth & Operations for
Warren County Community Services. Mr. Schroeder gave an overview of WCCS most popular services and encouraged the families to
utilize these services and share the information with anyone they know who may be in need. Families enjoyed sandwiches, pasta salad,
chips, and lemonade. After the presentation each family had the opportunity for a make and take craft, a framed collage that
represented either their families’ strengths or goals.

The Warren County Learning Center held its 3rd Quarter Family Engagement event on Thursday, February 24. The Family Fun night
was well attended by student families as well as WCLC staff. Partner agency, Beech Acres Family Peer Support employee, Amy
Carlisle, presented parents with resources for beyond-the-classroom supports. Everyone was treated to a boxed meal from Dickey’s
BBQ Pit. Students and their siblings enjoyed a cake walk, made water bead stress balls, and completed a travel Tik Tak Toe game.
A raffle drawing was held at the end of the evening and 7 lucky families left with gift baskets filled with many fun and useful household
items, snacks, family games, and sensory toys. The grand prize winner received a gift certificate to The Main Event for a family fun
night out of bowling, laser tag and arcade games (provided by Beech Acres).
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GOVS resource coordinator, Sommer Bradds has partnered with La Soupe to bring a much-needed resource to the students and
families. La Soupe is a Cincinnati-based non-profit organization bridging the gap between hunger and food waste. GOVS was chosen
to be one of their five school programs this spring. As a virtual school there was a hesitation from some to hold an 8-week course,
because students choosing virtual education at a dropout prevention credit recovery school simply may not show up. Engagement was a
key reason they wanted to offer this programing and in the first week they realized food is still the key to a teen's heart. Sixteen budding
chefs’ strong, led by Jennifer Johnson (mental health specialist) and Sommer Bradds (resource coordinator), the group will meet through
the end of April for cooking lessons, lunch, and a full dinner for a family of four. The students will even get their very own crockpot on
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week three to use at home. This program has already been a huge success! For more information on La Soupe, and ways to get
involved, check out: www.lasoupe.org .
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◆ JOHN K. LAZARES ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL ◆
Dr. Sam Ison, Interim Director
Chris Specht, Assistant Supervisor
YMCA Wellness Wednesdays!
On February 2nd, JKLAS students started attending Wellness Wednesdays at the Lebanon Countryside YMCA. Students in need of
Physical Education or Health credit have had the opportunity to participate in this weekly activity. YMCA instructors assisted in teaching
circuit exercises, healthy eating, and cooking classes. So far, students have learned how to cook a chicken stir fry meal, pigs in a
blanket, waffles, and chicken alfredo.
Springboro students Logan Walling and Hope Kempf
making pigs in a blanket at the Countryside YMCA.
Little Miami senior,
Savannah Pigg,
participating during
YMCA Wellness
Wednesday

.
Middletown Junior, Jamel Gay, performing one of the circuit exercises at the
Lebanon Countryside YMCA.
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Mondays are for Community ServiceBeginning February 14th, JKLAS students had the opportunity to participate in community service at the Lebanon Food Pantry. This
kicked off a weekly community service program that takes place every Monday. By fulfilling their community service, this credit goes
towards their home districts’ local community graduation seal. Students helped unload the food trucks, stock shelves, and sort
donated clothes. Many of clothes that were sorted have been delivered to western Kentucky for families that were affected by the
December 2021 tornados.
Little Miami senior, Mahaile Newby stocking shelves at the
Lebanon Food Pantry.

Little Miami students, Josiah Goins, Skyler Johnson, and Owen Meade
posing in the van with donated clothes bound for western Kentucky.

Bengals Super Bowl Party
On Friday, February 11th, JKLAS students participated in a Super Bowl party including a Cincinnati Bengals fan poster competition
and had food from Waynesville’s B&B as well as Bengals themed cupcakes with Super Bowl rings on top. Staff also brought in their
favorite Super Bowl party snacks for lunch.
Super Bowl Ring Cupcakes from the
JKLAS Super Bowl Party

JKLAS Staff Cake
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Snakes, Dragons, and Chinchillas Oh My!
On Tuesday, February 22nd, Cool Critters Outreach animal
education program visited JKLAS and showed a variety of
reptiles, amphibians, and mammals. Students had the
opportunity to get up close and personal with a chinchilla,
red-footed tortoise, ball python, and a bearded dragon.

From Left to Right: Christina Hensley (Middletown), Andrew Hoffer
(Springboro), Je’Vaya Humes (Sycamore), Layla Vorish (Middletown),
and Brian Gill from Cool Critters

Springboro sophomore, Cameron Campbell petting a lizard during Cool
Critters Outreach’s presentation.

Waynesville sophomore Kyle Pitzer wearing a bearded
dragon!
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In Science, our 7th-12th graders studied human organ
systems. The students had a first-hand look at organ
systems when they dissected frogs. The students were
able to get a visual of the organs, feel the organs, and see
how the organs/organ systems work together. The
students were able to identify the key differences between
the human organ systems and frog organ systems. This
was a great hands-on learning experience.

Springboro sophomore Collin Battles dissecting a frog in Ms. Puckett’s
class.

For Dr. Seuss’ Birthday and the celebration of Read Across
America Day, the students read a variety of Dr. Seuss stories.
The students enjoyed the tongue-tied rhymes and silly storylines.
We learned about the life of Dr. Seuss and his many
accomplishments. Above is Waynesville junior Nadia Zugg.
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Professional Development
JKL Alternative School had 2 days of exciting Professional Development on Friday, January 14th and Friday, February 18thOn January 14th, we had 3 invited speakers and 2 staff members present throughout the day.
Sally Williamson, former principal of Middletown Garfield Alternative School. She did an excellent job of presenting information on
how to educate and work with students who work best in a non-traditional school environment. Sally talked about the “4 C’s”•
•
•
•

Come to School
Complete your Work
Cooperate with Others
Control Yourself

Shawn Lenny, the Executive Director of the Greater Ohio
Virtual School, provided his thoughts on positive
relationships with students and how that has worked
throughout his career as a band teacher, principal, and
executive director. He brought enthusiasm and excitement
to the day!

Jessica Woody, WCESC Mental
Health Supervisor, provided fun
activities to develop and assess
character strengths of the staff
of the day.

Our own Amy Anderson and Pam Hobbs lead the staff in developing ideas for PBIS at the end of the day. This was concluded with a
summation of the day.
On February 18th, Ann Anzalone presented the entire day and kept the staff moving! Her topic was “Learning with Knowledge in
Mind.” Ann provided us with physical activities to get and keep the entire mind working-Right Brain & Left-Brain activities. It was an
exciting day with staff utilizing her information on the following Monday and thereafter to keep the students connecting learning with
physical activities.
WCESC Mental Health Supervisor Jessica Woody during January 18th Staff Professional Development- Staff used their Character
Strengths as a team to figure how to make the tallest building using a marshmallow and spaghetti.
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◆ MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT ◆
Jessica Woody, Lead Mental Health Therapist
Since the start of the new year, the mental health team has been busy within the programs and districts they serve! Mental health staff
are working hard towards the goal of providing effective, research-based services that allow students to grow and build resiliency.
At Carlisle City Schools, Erica has been working on groups with elementary students. She has been able to service 46 students in skill
building groups since the start of the year. Prior to the 21-22 school year, the elementary school did not have a separate mental health
consultant position. This year, Erica has been able to grow supports within the younger population. Additionally, Tiffany Viel has
worked hard at building PBIS lessons for Carlisle. She works with a team of staff that plan monthly
themes and activities for students! Another district serviced is Waynesville. Janet is meeting with
students across all grades levels and has worked to help facilitate mental health knowledge during
health classes at the high school. At Little Miami School, Jessica, Laura and Meredith have worked
hard to manage student situations and assist the
school counselors in providing support across all
grade levels.

The mental health therapist, Margie, is new within the Warren County TIP Program. Previously
serving at the Learning Center, Margie made the transition to the TIP Program in February 2022. She
is working hard to begin building the relationships with students to address the trauma presented
within the student population.

The behavioral interventionist, Jennifer serves at the GOVs program located at the Western Row campus.
Jennifer and the resource coordinator have worked to start Teen Talk programs for students that participate in this
virtual education program. This allows students to come into the building and connect with adults and peers.
Additionally, they are working on completing training with La Soupe to provide education regarding food
preparation to the students within the GOVs program.

Mental health staff within four of our ESC programs have been working hard with our increase in students referred to programs!
At Social Communications, Holly has also started conducting groups during the 21-22 school year. So far this year, each classroom has
participated in an emotions skill group to assist students in being able to identify emotions (both verbally and nonverbally). Holly has
adapted group curriculum to fit the different population needs of students within this program.
At the Learning Center, Taylor received the “Measure Up” Award for her outstanding work in
going above and beyond in her job duties. She assisted leadership in managing a student
situation with ease and communicated effectively with her supervisor and leadership
regarding the outcome and needs of the student. Additionally, Kellie received the hardhat
award from another staff for her hard work at the Learning Center. Congratulations Taylor
and Kellie!
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Nina, Justin, Taylor, Kellie and Haley serve on the Learning Center Team. They are working hard with
students on utilizing circle group curriculum and implementing different social skills groups (Friendship and
Anger are our current groups). At the St. Mary’s campus, we have implemented SPARK (Supportive,
Proud, Adaptable, Resilient, Kind) Student Groups. This allows students an opportunity to participate in a
group setting with peers that have similar challenges. Additionally, two internship students, Mary-Kate
(who also serves as a behavioral interventionist) and Abby, have been assisting with student
sessions and groups within the Learning Center. Mary-Kate and Jessica sat with
Learning Center staff while hosting an open house to districts to view the buildings
and have an opportunity to talk to support staff in the buildings.

Amy serves as a mental health consultant at the Alternative School. She works
with the PBIS team to plan fun and engaging events to promote student
involvement. For the Superbowl they competed in a poster contest!

Mental Health Staff attend monthly meetings as a team to develop skills, discuss school-based
interventions and collaborate regarding how to best address student needs. This school year,
mental health staff have focused on resiliency factors and building student resiliency. This has
included increasing positive relationships, the importance of safety and, most recently,
increasing students’ ability to be flexible. Staff participate in several activities during these
meetings that they can take back to utilize with students within districts and programs.

◆ SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY ◆
Alana Jacobs, MS, CCC/SLP, Lead SLP
The WCESC SLP Department would like to welcome Megan LaCalameto and Sarah Radke! Megan and Sarah are both new
graduates from University of Cincinnati. Megan is providing SLP services to students at Wildwood Elementary in Middletown, as well as
Lebanon Christian and St. Francis DeSales in Lebanon. Sarah is providing SLP services to OHDELA. We are so thankful to have them
join our team. Welcome Megan and Sarah!

Megan LaCalameto

Sarah Radke
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Annual Collaborative Meeting
On January 26th, the SLP department enjoyed an afternoon of collaboration and professional learning at the Countryside YMCA in
Lebanon. Eric Cavey from Butler County Behavior Health Services presented information about a great resource for our students and
families- Mobile Response and Stabilization Services (MRSS). Jessica Woody, WCESC Mental Health Supervisor, delivered a fantastic
presentation, complete with extension activities, on the
topic of Trauma and Resiliency. Lastly, SLPs had the
opportunity to connect with OTs, PTs, School
Psychologists, and BCBAs from their District or program
in effort to support the culture of collaboration so highly
valued at WCESC.

Executive Functioning & Get Ready, Do, Done
Rachel Horan (SLP) and Deb Greutman (OT) serving Middletown City Schools presented a fantastic virtual professional development
presentation for our SLP and OT/PT departments on February 10th. Based on information obtained from Sarah Ward, MS, CCC-SLP,
Kristen Jacobsen, MS, CCC-SLP, and The OT Toolbox, LLC, Rachel and Deb discussed strategies for targeting executive functioning
and self-regulation. Executive function skills support students to develop independent learning by developing skills such as: planning,
organization, prioritization, initiation, management of time, attention, distractions, motivation, completing tasks, and working with others.
Thank you, Rachel and Deb for your time and for sharing these great resources!
ASHA ACE Award Recipient- John Deardorff, SLP

Congratulations to John Deardorff, SLP, who received an Award for Continuing Education (ACE) from the American Speech Language
Hearing Association! John is an 8-time recipient of this award for the successful completion of more than 70 hours of continuing
education in a 36-month period. John is serving students in Franklin Preschool and is a great asset to the preschool team and the SLP
department. Congratulations, John!
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◆ BCBA DEPARTMENT ◆
Katie Strubbe, Supervisor

Collaborative Coaching
The Collaborative Coaches have been very busy during the third quarter. They have been working to support professional teams from
preschool through transition age. They have continued to work on outside of the box thinking to help support both professional teams
and students within the school setting.
The coaches were able to attend a Collaborative Service meeting in January where they were able to collaborate with all contracted
services within the school district they are assigned. This allowed for them to get to know each other better and find the best way they
can support one another through their professional lens while collaborating within the district. Jessica Woody the Lead Mental Health
therapist presented on the topic of Trauma. The coaches participated in constructing a wall of trauma that in the end that displayed
flowers of resilience of someone over coming trauma experiences. The coaches enjoyed participating in this meeting to build their
skillset. They are looking forward to participating in this next year.

Collaborative Coaching Spotlight
We have had new members join our team this year. We are so excited to welcome them to our team. They have been doing great
transitioning into their new roles. Thank you for making our team better.
Stephanie Terborg, Collaborative Coach
I began my career as a Special Education teacher who fell in love with finding unique and personalized ways for my
students to succeed both academically and behaviorally within their classrooms and home communities. This led me to
the field of ABA where I have spent the past ten years assisting students in increasing their communication, socialemotional skills, and appropriate life skills through one-on-one and group settings within clinics, homes, and schools.
Being a Behavior Coach for Warren County ESC has given me the opportunity to merge my two passions of education
and ABA. I have really enjoyed working alongside a variety of schools, RBT's, and teachers this year as we try to
determine the best individual plans to help students succeed! Outside of work I enjoy traveling, camping, kayaking, or
playing games with my husband, friends, and family. I also consider drinking coffee and reading or having conversations with others to
be a wonderful hobby and way to relax!

Registered Behavior Technicians Spotlight
My name is Nicole Atkinson, and I work as an RBT for the WCESC in
Middletown City Schools. Through my experience as a paraprofessional
and now as an RBT, I discovered a love for working in schools. That has
led me to start working toward a master’s in teaching in elementary
education. When I’m not working or doing schoolwork, I’m usually
hanging out with family, reading, or writing something new.
We want to congratulate Nicole in achieving her RBT license this school
year!
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◆ ATTENDANCE OFFICERS/TRUANCY DEPARTMENT ◆
Shelley Brown, Supervisor
Since March 2020, Covid-19 has created new obstacles when dealing with attendance. Our schools and Attendance Department quickly
adjusted and continued to ensure compliance with attendance laws. This year, our Attendance Department has been working closely
with Warren County Juvenile Court to develop and implement new strategies and resources to better assist our schools. These new
strategies and resources focus on the issues we experienced firsthand during the pandemic. Providing excellent service, supporting our
schools to improve student attendance, and strengthening the relationship between the
schools and Juvenile Court continue to be our top priorities.
On February 22, 2022 The Ohio Department of Education, in partnership with Graduation
Alliance and the Ohio Educational Service Center Association, launched Engage Ohio.
The program offers one-on-one support services to K-12 students facing challenges with
school attendance and engagement at no cost to school districts. For more information
about the program, please visit https://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/Feb-222022/ENGAGE-Ohio-Free-one-on-one-support-to-improve-stu

◆ COORDINATED CARE ◆
Kevin Stevens, Supervisor
Coordinated Care Mission
The Mission of the Warren County Coordinated Care/ESC Program is to provide prevention, support and intervention to Warren County
youth and their families struggling with emotional and behavioral needs so that they may remain in their home.
Some of our highest risk youth are youth who have a history of significant trauma. This trauma can come in many different forms.
Youth with trauma needs are more at risk for system involvement. In order to assist with these needs it is the goal of Coordinated Care
to reach as many youth at risk as early as possible. In collaboration with the Warren County Family and Children First Council,
Coordinated Care has been reaching out to adopted youth and children living in kinship homes. The vast majority of youth placed out of
the home by Coordinated Care are youth who have been adopted or are living in a kinship home at the time of placement.
Warren County has a high rate of adoptions. Last calendar year there were 119 adoptions in calendar 2021. This is an increase from
previous years. Below is a chart of the number of adoptions through Warren County Juvenile Court from 2010 through 2019:
ADOPTIONS
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In our continued effort to reach the most at-risk children/families Coordinated Care/ESC and the Warren County Family and Children
First Council is offering a one-day conference specifically geared toward meeting the needs of adopted families and kinship care
providers. The conference will be held on Saturday March 26th at the Countryside Y.M.C.A. We will get started at 10:00 and will last
until 2:00. Free childcare and lunch will be provided. The conference will focus on trauma needs, specific information for resources for
families who adopt and kinship families. Please see the flyer below for more information.
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◆ SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY ◆
Amber Baer, Lead School Psychologist
The School Psychology Department is working hard this school year to safely serve students in Carlisle Local, Wayne Local, Kings
Local, Little Miami Local, Blanchester and GOVS. The staff of fourteen psychologists, two case managers and one school psychology
intern work with students who range in age from almost three to twenty-two years old and who were served in a variety of programming
both virtually and in person.
This past January, the department participated in a collaborative program meeting and professional development hosted by Warren
County Educational Service Center. School Psychologists joined with Speech/Language Pathologists, Occupational Therapists,
Physical Therapists, Mental Health Therapists, Behavior Specialists and Transition Coordinators to work together and build relationships
across departments and districts. The theme for the training was Trauma and Resiliency and there were two guest speakers for the
day: Eric Cavey from Mobile Response and Stabilization Services and Jessica Woody, WCESC Mental Health Supervisor, who led the
participants through an activity that helped them understand Trauma and Resiliency through the lens of student behavior. Participants
then had time at their district tables to discuss simple, next step strategies for improving their trauma informed practices.
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◆ SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES AND PROGRAMMING ◆
Shelley Brown, Supervisor
Know the Risks of Marijuana https://www.samhsa.gov/marijuana
Marijuana use comes with real risks that can impact a person’s health and life.
Marijuana is the most commonly used illegal substance in the U.S. and its use is growing. Marijuana use among all adult age groups,
both sexes, and pregnant women is going up. At the same time, the perception of how harmful marijuana use can be is declining.
Increasingly, young people today do not consider marijuana use a risky behavior.
But there are real risks for people who use marijuana, especially youth and young adults, and women who are pregnant or nursing.
Today’s marijuana is stronger than ever before. People can and do become addicted to marijuana.
Approximately 1 in 10 people who use marijuana will become addicted. When they start before age 18, the rate of addiction
rises to 1 in 6.
Marijuana Risks
Marijuana use can have negative and long-term effects:
Brain health: Marijuana can cause permanent IQ loss of as much as 8 points when people start using it at a young age. These IQ
points do not come back, even after quitting marijuana.

Mental health: Studies link marijuana use to depression, anxiety, suicide planning, and psychotic episodes. It is not known,
however, if marijuana use is the cause of these conditions.
Athletic Performance: Research shows that marijuana affects timing, movement, and coordination, which can harm athletic
performance.
Driving: People who drive under the influence of marijuana can experience dangerous effects: slower reactions, lane weaving,
decreased coordination, and difficulty reacting to signals and sounds on the road.
Baby’s health and development: Marijuana use during pregnancy may cause fetal growth restriction, premature birth, stillbirth,
and problems with brain development, resulting in hyperactivity and poor cognitive function. Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and other
chemicals from marijuana can also be passed from a mother to her baby through breast milk, further impacting a child’s healthy
development.
Daily life: Using marijuana can affect performance and how well people do in life. Research shows that people who use marijuana
are more likely to have relationship problems, worse educational outcomes, lower career achievement, and reduced life satisfaction.
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Students at JKLAS have been studying about marijuana. They created their own pamphlets highlighting the dangers of the drug. These
are a few of the ones that were submitted:

◆ HELP ME GROW and EARLY INTERVENTION ◆
Stefanie Post, Supervisor/Contract Manager
Angela Hensley, Assistant Supervisor

Making a referral to Help Me Grow is the first and easy step for parents who have questions or concerns about their infant or child. One
referral to Help Me Grow opens the door to many programs that support families.
And we love it when families share their personal
experiences with Early Intervention!

My wife and I picked Olivia "Libby" up from the NICU when she was 3
weeks old. Olivia's journey has not always been easy, but she is a
warrior and continues to overcome all the obstacles she encounters.
She was diagnosed with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS) at
birth in which she was treated with Methadone for the withdrawal of
numerous substances
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My wife and I had some concerns about Olivia's weight gain and her resistance to any formula we tried. Her pediatrician recommended
we put in a referral to Help Me Grow. At the time, we were living in Montgomery County and Olivia received services there for a year
where she began to gain weight and meet all other developmental milestones with the advocacy provided by our team. When Olivia was
a year and a half old, we moved to Warren County. When she was approximately 2 years old, we noticed she had poor frustration
tolerance and was extremely sensitive to noises in which she would become overstimulated. The overstimulation would eventually turn
into grunting and Olivia being unable to articulate any words despite having an advanced vocabulary. During this time, we were actively
engaged with Warren County Help Me Grow for another foster child that was in our care so we reached out to our assigned
Occupational Therapist who indicated she would assist us in getting Olivia into the program. We have been working with Stacie for the
last six months in which she has been able to assist us in increasing Olivia's frustration tolerance, providing us with ways to assist Olivia
in calming down, transitioning from activities, giving Olivia control over things, and assisting us in getting Olivia sensory items which
have been so helpful in our day to day activities.
Not only has Olivia met all her developmental milestones, but she has exceeded
them exponentially. Speech therapy indicated her expressive and receptive
speech is closer to a five-year-old and she will begin regular preschool as the
school determined no IEP was necessary due to her advanced skills. Olivia was
officially adopted in May 2021 and we are blessed to call her our daughter. We are
truly thankful for the program and wish we could continue past the age of three!
Sorry this was so long but there is so much more I could say!
~ the Russel Family

◆ WCESC DEERFIELD CAMPUS (WELLNESS CENTER) ◆
Jared Kaiser, Supervisor
Wellness Center students have had a fantastic year thus far achieving behavioral success and academic achievement. With every
student being on their own journey and timeline of growth, students transition from our program throughout the year as they meet their
goals and have acquired the skills to succeed in a more rigorous academic setting. To date Wellness Center has seen 9 students step
down to a lower level of support, 9 students return directly to their school district, and one student graduate early. More growth and
success are yet to be had this year which the Wellness Center Team is excited to see.
______________________________________________________________________
STUDENTS TRANSITION TO LOWER LEVEL OF SUPPORT: 9
STUDENTS TRANSITION BACK TO DISTRICT: 9
STUDENTS GRADUATED EARLY: 1
______________________________________________________________________
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Judge Kirby and Juvenile
Court Staff Visit to The
Wellness Center
On Wednesday February 9th Wellness
Center Staff were happy to host Judge
Kirby and the Warren County Juvenile
Court staff for a tour of the program
facility.
Attendees had the opportunity to hear a
brief program overview, participate in a
guided tour of the building, and the
opportunity to see programming in action
as students and staff went about their day.
Judge Kirby and the courts are a valued
partner in supporting ESC students
through the provision of quality services
and supports.
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◆ OCCUPATIONAL and PHYSICAL THERAPY ◆
Kara Dirksing, M.Ed, OTR/L, Director
Becky Miller, MPT, PT, Lead Physical Therapist
Kari Burris, MOT, OTR/L, Lead Occupational Therapist
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT through VITAL LINKS
WCESC OT and PT staff, and a few additional local therapists, participated in a virtual training, “Embodied Sensations: Harnessing the
Power of Interoception and Proprioception” by world-known occupational therapist, Sheila Frick, OTR/L and her counterpart Tracy
Bjorling, OTR/L. Therapy providers in attendance left the course with advanced knowledge regarding proprioception, interoception and
vestibular processing, and practical strategies to support student needs in these areas during therapy. One attendee commented, “This
was a really great course and I feel like I achieved my objective of getting some exercises / activities to use with my students that have
self-regulation deficits. Sheila and Tracy were wonderful speakers and I liked how even though the course was virtual, we were very
involved with the exercises”. We look forward to future trainings from the knowledgeable Vital Links team!

The Role of PT
Kasey Birchfield, PT, DPT, gave a presentation on “The Role of Physical Therapists in the Educational
Model” to staff in several elementary buildings in the Middletown City School District. Topics include: an
overview of physical therapy in the school setting, the referral process, areas of PT expertise, areas of
concern that staff can look for regarding PT intervention, and classroom strategies. Handouts were
provided, along with digital copies, so that staff could readily refer to the information. There were great
conversations regarding current student needs as well as planning for activities and strategies for the next
school year. Teachers expressed interest in having Kasey work with them on setting up movement breaks
and whole group activities. Kasey received great feedback, including: “Thank you for sharing this PT
info, Kasey! It was nice to hear from you on ‘look fors’ in the classroom and some physical ideas that
teachers can incorporate.”
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CLINICAL STUDENTS
WCESC Physical Therapists and Physical Therapist Assistants have the opportunity to educate the
future of Physical Therapy. Students gain hands-on experience in the school buildings and learning
alongside our skilled and knowledgeable practitioners. Annie Hartmann, PT, DPT, is serving as a
clinical instructor for Lauren Fleming, a student from the University of Cincinnati. Lauren is pictured
here, working on strengthening activities with a student in the Kings Local School District. Lauren is
graduating from the DPT program at UC this May and is hoping to work in pediatrics.

Festive Environments Brought to You by Occupational Therapy!

Brianne Dexter, OTR/L celebrated the great Cincinnati Bengals season with students at J.F. Burns Elementary in the Kings Local
School District. Students worked on improving their fine motor and visual motor skills by writing letters to players and completing multistep Bengals-themed activities leading up to the big game!
Amy Whisman, OTR/L, made the most of the snowy season by decorating her door at Dennis Elementary, welcoming students into the
fun environment that is Ms. Whisman’s Occupational Therapy room!
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◆ WARREN COUNTY LEARNING CENTER ◆
Ryan Fessler, St. Mary Supervisor
Wiley Collett, Laura Farrell Supervisor
Laura Farrell Campus
Classrooms at the Warren County Learning Center- Laura Farrell campus decorated their classrooms for their open house in February.
Each classroom chose a book for their classroom to celebrate Read Across America Day. The classrooms had their doors decorated, a
snack related to their book, and a craft that was done from each book. Students from the high school came over to visit each classroom
and make their choice of their favorite decorated door. We are very proud of all the students and staff that worked hard to create a fun
atmosphere throughout the school.
The Learning Center hosted a family engagement night in the 3rd quarter that included Dickey’s Barbecue and fun, engaging activities
for students to participate in. All the students and their siblings participated in a cake walk and making stress balls with orbeez inside of
them. The Learning Center staff, and students all had fun in the gymnasium while parents were provided a presentation from Amy
Carlisle representing Beech Acres. The intent of the presentation was to give families resources and opportunities for their students that
Beech Acres can provide. We are all looking forward to the next family engagement night in the 4th Quarter!
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St. Mary Campus
The St. Mary Campus held a Winter Carnival for open house. The students decorated the building in Winter Carnival themes, had
games, snacks, coffee and hot chocolate. The students did a fantastic job preparing the building.
We currently have 13 students participating in off campus activities. 1 student works in the kitchen preparing food at Cartridge Brewing
in South Lebanon, 2 students are assisting in hospitality tasks at the Hampton Inn in Springboro, and 10 students participate in the
PAES lab curriculum at the Western Row Campus.

◆ SOCIAL COMMUNICATION CLASSROOMS ◆
Molly Leicht, Supervisor
Rachelle Yakumithis, Assistant Supervisor
Katie Strubbe, Program Specialist
The students within the SCC program were exceptionally busy during the third quarter of school. Curriculum activities included studying
about the season of Winter, Black History Month, the weather, Super Bowl fun, the benefits of exercise, and PBIS.

Miss Debbie’s class read about famous African American figures in history then created a bulletin board to share what they learned.
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Students at the Western Row campus are learning about weather and use an interactive board to report the daily temperature.

Students in Miss Kirsten and Miss Olivia’s classes had some Super Bowl fun – playing a dice game and making football jerseys filled
with beans.
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The Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) focus for the third quarter was safety. Students are learning how to be safe
in all areas of the school building. Visual supports are posted throughout the building to remind students of their expectations.

Students in Miss Erika’s class learned the importance of exercise and being active. The class also used their artistic abilities and
created a winter scene.
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Social Communication Staff had the opportunity to learn more about Project Warren County (PWC) and the community-based
internships that the students participate in at The University of Cincinnati. Staff also learned how the level systems and supports that
they use daily in the school building are transferred to the community. Thank you to PWC Intervention Specialist Stevie Smith for your
informative presentation.

Students in our PWC program complete internships and participate in recreation and leisure activities weekly in the community.
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◆ MULTIPLE DISABILITIES PROGRAM ◆
Jill Buffenbarger, RN, Supervisor (Mason)
Kara Dirksing, M.Ed., OTR/L, Director of Special Education Programs

Mason Students Visit Newport Aquarium
Mason students at the Western Row campus visited Newport Aquarium on
Friday, January 28th. The aquarium offers excellent and accessible experiences
for each guest. Barriers to participation in activities are extremely limited. Our
students were able to experience multiple sensory sensations including touching
and petting invertebrates, rays and sharks. We experienced sounds made by
various animals in the Frog Bog and were able to explore in the climber and
cross the Shark Bridge.
Aquarium policies and attentive staff made our visit so enjoyable. Typically,
fieldtrip destinations do not charge an entrance fee for chaperones. Our
students each have their own 1:1 chaperone and the aquarium staff were more
than welcoming by not only waiving the entrance fees for the chaperones, but
offering educators discounted annual passes. There is ample space for large
groups to gather to rest and
eat lunch.
Sam Martin is the teacher
in the High School classroom in the Multiple Disabilities Program. Ms. Martin has
worked for Warren County ESC for 8 years. After our outing to the aquarium, Sam
stated, “Our visit was visual, interactive and engaging for all.” Connie Jean Smith is
a paraprofessional in the Multiple Disabilities Program. She has also worked for
WCESC for 8 years. Mrs. Smith added, “The beautiful unique sea creatures our
students could see and touch opened a whole new world for everyone.”
Newport Aquarium
One Aquarium Way
Newport, KY 41071
1-800-406-3474
Located at Newport on the Levee
newportaquarium.com

Mason Students are All Aboard at EnterTRAINment Junction
In February, Mason students at the Western Row campus visited EnterTRAINment Junction in West Chester. Like Newport Aquarium,
EnterTRAINment Junction offers accessibility to our students, and their welcoming staff made our trip so enjoyable. Our group was
provided a private room to gather in, free admission for chaperones, and a group tour guide.
EnterTRAINment Junction offers 80,000 square feet of fun featuring two attractions. We marveled at the world’s largest indoor train
display; played in the children’s play area; and explored the railroading museum. The train display spans 25,000 square feet. We visited
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the Coney Island exhibit and interacted by running the coaster, carousel, and other rides. The American Railroad Museum taught us more
about how trains shaped U.S. history.

The second attraction is the A-Maze-N Funhouse. The A-Maze-N Funhouse, designed like an old-time circus midway, was a great
adventure for our group. We navigated our way through Curtain Chaos and the Mirror Maze; learned from the pros at Clown College and
tried to access the secrets of the circus in the Crazy Caper. Finally, we explored outside of this universe in Outer Limits.
Jackie Pittenger is the Multiple Disabilities Program Registered Nurse. She has worked for WCESC for 8 Years. Mrs. Pittenger reflected
on our outing: “I laughed so hard helping the students up the slanted floor in the Tilt Room. They all loved it. Every activity was awesome!”
Mrs. Amy Smith, a Paraprofessional in the Multiple Disabilities Program has worked for WCESC for 4 years. Amy stated:
“EnterTRAINment Junction was a wonderful place for our group outing. The trains were amazing to see and there were many activities
that our students could interact with including riding a miniature train and exploring the indoor play area.”
EnterTRAINment Junction
7379 Squire Court
West Chester, OH 45069
1-877-898-4656
entertrainmentjunction.com
Like Sands Through the Hourglass…
The Mason students in the Multiple Disabilities Program sure do get to participate in some great community outings. However, our
students come to school every day to engage in meaningful curriculum and instruction. We continue to learn every week in the PAES
Lab, learn about shopping at local grocery stores, intern at Puzzle Pieces, exercise at Makino Park, etc. Our students engage in a daily
lesson designed by the Unique Learning System (n2y) and practice skills identified by learning goals and objectives. A large component
of our students’ engagement in instruction is led by our group of related service provider professionals: Occupational Therapy, Physical
Therapy, and Speech & Language Pathology. Our therapists are always seeking to discover new ways to engage with our students.
We recently have been able to obtain some new resources including an adaptive bicycle and an adaptive chair for students with limited
mobility to relax in different positions. When asked about working with the students in the Multiple Disabilities Program, Mrs. Tonya Ellis
(Physical Therapist) states, “Working with the students in the Multiple Disabilities Program is highly rewarding, there is nothing better
than the smiles from our students when you are interacting with them and helping them to learn a new skill.” Mrs. Leah Bistor
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(Occupational Therapist) added, “Everyone has been so welcoming to me when I was hired in the middle of the year at WCESC making
my transiting easy to join the team. Nothing better than seeing the smiles of these students engaging with staff and each other in groups
while learning and celebrating.” Finally, Susan Faist (Speech & Language Pathologist) summed up her experiences: “Working with our
students has taught me to be creative and think outside the box when developing communication systems and activities. Our students
are so gentle, kind and fun to work with.”
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◆ GREATER OHIO VIRTUAL SCHOOL ◆
Shawn Lenney, Director

Student engagement increasing at the Greater Ohio Virtual School through painting, cooking, talking, and celebrating!
When building a virtual school's student center, student engagement was at the forefront of our design. Our resource coordinator
Sommer Bradds has been actively reaching out and finding ways to engage with our local students. Painting parties have become a
huge hit around GOVS - so much that we have created sessions for
24 kids once a month and they are always full! Academic Coaches
Karen Henry and Kelsey Baker-Strauss lent their hands in our "Tiny
Bubbles" painting class when over 30 artists showed up! Giving
students the supplies, support, and confidence to create art goes a
very long way in developing deeper connections between staff and
students.
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Resource coordinators typically work with food for
insecure kids but doing more than connecting them
with a local food bank is sometimes as much as they
can do... until now. La Soupe is a Cincinnati nonprofit organization dedicated to taking rescued food
and helping the community. GOVS has started a
new program to save food waste and teach 16
vulnerable youths how to cook healthy meals for
pennies. At the start of the program a lot of students
deemed themselves picky eaters, but all are starting
to branch out and try new things. Saving money,
creating healthy meals, and expanding their pallets
are just a few ways at La Soupe is impacting GOVS
students.
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TEEN TALK is a peer support group facilitated
by Jen Johnson, GOVS’ Mental Health
Specialist. This emotional support group
provides at-risk transition aged youth a safe
environment to discuss complex issues
impacting their lives. This year our students are
tackling topics such as stress management,
anxiety & depression, healthy and unhealthy
coping skills, developing and maintaining
healthy non-toxic relationships, school
responsibility, and how to set, track and
achieve important life goals. TEEN TALK
meets bi-weekly on Wednesdays from 2-4pm.
For more info, please contact Ms.
Jen: Jennifer.Johnson@warrencountyesc.com
The Greater Ohio Virtual School has been busy
this year planning several events to introduce
our students to the new Student Center at our
Western Row location. We have planned and
hosted events and engagement opportunities
to help our GOVS students socialize with other
students and get a chance to talk to the staff.
These events included: the Fall Fest, the
Winter Luau and a Valentine’s Workshop. At
the Fall Fest, we invited students to come in and paint pumpkins, play games and get to know the staff and other students. At the
Winter Luau, the students participated in group games such as Limbo and Musical Chairs. We also added a community service
component where the students created ornaments that were given to a local retirement community to enjoy for the holidays. Due to the
positive response from our first two events, we planned a Valentine’s workshop. The students came in and decorated cookies and
worked on Valentine’s cards to give to the students at the ESC Learning Center to take home on Valentine’s Day.
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◆ PHOENIX ACADEMY ◆
Kara Dirksing, Director of Special Education

Students in kindergarten through second grade classrooms were
working hard this month learning about science.
Here they are completing an experiment learning how rocks
break down and turn into sand.

The Phoenix Academy students are celebrating a friend’s
birthday with expected behaviors and cupcakes!!
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